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JUSTICE WHITE. dissenting_
In 1971, respondents discovered, off the coast of Florida.

the wreck of a vessel thought to be the 17th century Spanish
galleon. Atocha. Believing that the land upon which the
vessel rested was owned by the State of Florida. respondents
entered into an agreement under which the State would he
entitled to 25 c/c of the duds. Pursuant. to this agreement
respondents turned over to the State certain artifacts dis-
covered among the wreckage. Thereafter, it became apparent
that Florida had no interest in that part of the continental
shelf on which the Atocha was discovered. United States v.
.Florida, 421) r. S. 531 (1975) As a consequence, respondents
tiled an to re?)7 action in federal court seeking absolute title
to the itocita and its cargo. The action was filed in the
';'-outherii District of Florida since the bulk of the res was
within, the territorial :inristfiction of that district. The arti-
facts previoly transferred to the State of Florida were
located in the Northern District of Florida.

The ',State of Florida did not intervene in the in rem action,
i)ut the United Slates did, asserting its own claim to the ship
and its cargo. After iengthy proceedings, respondents pre-
vaileo. With its o ∎.•.-nership established, respondent success-
fully moved the 'District (:'curt to issue an ancillary warrant
for ail arrest in rem to recover the artifacts held by the State
d 1, 1 01. 2 ;in :`.,:odnein District. The State resisted the
warrant contending that while Lt did not contest respondents'
title to the ship	 cargo located within the Southern
District. it (lid claim an ownership interest in die arilacts
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE HARRY A. BLACKMUN
	 May 5, 1981

Re: No. 80-1348 - Florida Department of State
v. Treasure Salvors, Inc. 

Dear Byron:
c-:

I am now in a join three position for this case.
t-
r-t

Sincerely,

1-1
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Mr. Justice White
=

cc: The Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST

May 5, 1981

Re: No. 80-1348 Florida Dept. of State v. Treasure
Salvors, Inc.

Dear Byron:

Please join me in your dissenting opinion.

Sincerely,

Mr. Justice White

Copies to the Conference
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