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Caier JusTticE BURGER delivered the opinion of the Court.

This appeal presents the question whether a Connecticut
statute, which provides that in paternity actions the cost of
blood grouping tests is to be borne by the party requesting
them, violates the Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses
of the Fourteenth Amendment when applied to deny such
tests to indigent defendants. '

I

On May 21, 1975, appellee Gloria Streater gave birth out
of wedlock to a female child, Kenyatta Chantel Streater. As
e requirement stemming from her child’s receipt of public as-
sistance, appellee identified appellant Walter Little as the
child’s father to the Connecticut Department of Social Serv-
ices. See Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-169 (1981). The Depart-
ment then provided an attorney for appellee to bring a
paternity suit against appellant in the Court of Common
Pleas at New Haven to establish his liability for the child’s
support.!

At the time the paternity action was commenced, appellant
was incarcerated in the Connecticut Correctional Institution
at Enfield. Through his counsel, who was provided by a

* While the case was pending, the Court of Common Pleas was merged
with the Superior Court of Connecticut. See Conn, Gen. Stat. § 51-164s:
(1981).
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Supreme Qonrt of te Ynited States
Washington, B. (. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE Ww. J. BRENNAN, JR. May 20, 1981

RE: No. 79-6779 Little v. Streater

Dear Chief:

I agree.

Sincerely,

The Chief Justicéﬁr

cc: The Conference
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Supreme Gourt of the Hnited Siates
Bashinglon, B. €. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE POTTER STEWART

May 19, 1981

Re: No. 79-6779, Little v. Streater

Dear Chief,

I am glad to join your opinion for
the Court.

Sincerely yours,
R
\\f>.
/

The Chief Justice

Copies to the Conference
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Supreme Qonrt of the Yinited States
Haslington, B. . 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE BYRON R. WHITE

May 20, 1981

Re: No. 79-6779 - Little v. Streater

Dear Chief:
Please join me.

Sincerely yours,

e

The Chief Justice
Copies to the Conference
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Supreme Conrt of the Ynited States
Mashington, B. €. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL

May 21, 1981

RE: No. 79-6779 - Little v, Streater

Dear Chief:
Please join me.
Sincerely,

S

T.M.

The Chief Justice

cc: The Conference
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4  Snpreme Qomrt of the Yrited States
- Washington, B. §. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
. N
JUSTICE HARRY A. BLACKMU May 27 , 1981

Re: No. 79-6779 - Little v. Streater

Dear Chief:
Please join me.

Sincerely,

iy o D-RIIN

"

-

The Chief Justice

cc: The Conference
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Suyreme Qourt of the Wnited States
Washington, B. €. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.

May 20, 1981

79-6779 Little v. Streater

Dear Chief:
Please join me.

Sincerely,

Z ‘
The Chief Justice -

1lfp/ss

cc: The Conference
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Supreme Gonrt of the Hnited States
Washington, B. (. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST

May 27, 1981

Re: No. 79-6779 Little v. Streater

Dear Chief:
Please join me.
Sincerely,
A
The Chief Justice

Copies to the Conference
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Supreme Gonrt of the Hnited States
Washington, B, (. 205%3

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE JOHN PAUL STEVENS

May 19, 1981

Re: 79-6779 - Little v. Streater

Dear Chief:

Please join me.

Respectfully,

Ao

The Chief Justice

Copies to the Conference
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