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THE CHIEF JUSTICE May 23, 1974

Re: 73-726 -  Cooper Stevedoring Co. v. Kopke

Dear Thurgood:

Please join me.

Regards,

Mr. Justice Marshall

Copies to the Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WILLIAM 0. DOUGLAS	 May 22, 1974

Dear Thurgood:

In 73-726, Cooper Stevedoring Co. 

v. Korke, Inc. please join mm.

tA, vv
William 0. Douglas

Mr. Justice Marshall

cc: The Conference
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CHAMBERS or
JUSTICE WM. J. BRENNAN, JR. 	

May 22, 1974

RE: No. 73-726 Cooper Stevedoring Co. v.

Kopke, et al. 

Dear Thurgood:

I agree.

Sincerely,

/2

Mr. Justice Marshall

cc: The Conference



CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE POTTER STEWART
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May 22, 1974

73-726 - Cooper Stevedoring Co. v. Kopke

Dear Thurgood,

I should appreciate your adding the
following at the foot of your opinion for the
Court in this case:

MR. JUSTICE STEWART took no
part in the decision of this case.

Sincerely yours,

(-7(

Mr. Justice Marshall

Copies to the Conference
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May 23, 1974

Re: No. 73-726 - Cooper Stevedoring Co. v.
Fritz Kopke, Inc. 

Dear Thurgood:

Please join me in your opinion in this

case.

Sincerely,

Mr. Justice Marshall

Copies to Conference

CHAMBERS Or

R HITJUSTICE BYRON WHITE



.;.111e.-1-' Justice
ad . . Justice Douglas

___Mr. Justice Brennan

Mr. Justice Stewart
Ur. Justice White
Mr. Justice Kai

Mr. Justice Pow( _
Mr. Justice Rehr

From: Marshall, J.

Circulated:  14AY 2_9,
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

Recirculated:

No. 73-726

Cooper Stevedoring Company, On Writ of certiorari to
Inc., Petitioner,	 the United States Court

v.	 of Appeals for the Fifth
Fritz Kopke, Inc., et. al, 	 Circuit.

[May —, 1974]

MR. JUSTICE MARSHALL delivered the opinion of the
Court.

This case concerns the extent to which contribution be-
tween joint tortfeasors may be obtained in a maritime
action for personal injuries. The S. S. Karina, a vessel
owned and operated by respondent Fritz Kopke and under
time charter to respondent Alcoa Steamship Company,
was loaded at Mobile, Alabama, with palletized crates of
cargo by petitioner Cooper Stevedoring Company. The
vessel then proceeded to the Port of Houston where long-
shoremen employed by Mid-Gulf Stevedores, Inc., began
to load sacked cargo. The Houston longshoremen had to
use the top of the tier of crates loaded by Cooper as a
floor on which to walk and stow the Houston cargo. One
of these longshoremen, Troy Sessions, injured his back
when he stepped into a gap between the crates which had
been concealed by a large piece of corrugated paper.

Sessions brought suit in the District Court against
Kopke and Alcoa I hereinafter the Vessel) seeking to
recover damages for his injuries.' The Vessel filed a third-

This suit was commenced prior to the enactment of the 1972
Amendments to the Longshoremen's and Harbor Workers' Act, 33
U. S. C. §§ 901-944 (Stipp. II 1972), and all parties agree that the
amendments are therefore not applicable. Accordingly we need not

2nd DRAFT
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To: The Chief Justice
Mr. Justice Douglas
, Mr. Justice Brennan
Mr. Justice Stewart
Mr. Justice White
Mr. Justice Blackmur
Mr. Justice Powell
Mr. Justice RehnquiE

3rd DRAW	 From: Marshall, J.

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATESIlated: 	

Recirculated:	 1
No. 73-726

Cooper Stevedoring Company, On Writ of certiorari to
Inc., Petitioner,	 the United States Court

v.	 of Appeals for the Fifth
Fritz Kopke, Inc., et. al.	 Circuit.

[May —, 1974]

MR. JUSTICE MARSHALL delivered the opinion of the
Court.

This case concerns the extent to which contribution be-
tween joint tortfeasors may be obtained in a maritime
action for personal injuries. The S. S. Karina, a vessel
owned and operated by respondent Fritz Kopke and under
time charter to respondent Alcoa Steamship Company,
was loaded at Mobile, Alabama, with palletized crates of
cargo by petitioner Cooper Stevedoring Company. The
vessel then proceeded to the Port of Houston where long-
shoremen employed by Mid-Gulf Stevedores, Inc., began
to load sacked cargo. The Houston longshoremen had to
use the top of the tier of crates loaded by Cooper as a
floor on which to walk and stow the Houston cargo. One
of these longshoremen, Troy Sessions, injured his back
when he stepped into a gap between the crates which had
been concealed by a large piece of corrugated paper.

Sessions brought suit in the District Court against
Kopke and Alcoa ( hereinafter the Vessel) seeking to
recover damages for his injuries.' The Vessel filed a third-

1 This suit was commenced prior to the enactment of the 1972
Amendments to the Longshoremen's and Harbor Workers' Act, 33
U. S. C. §§ 901-944 (Stipp. II 1972). and all parties agree that the
amendments are therefore not applicable. Accordingly we need not
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE HARRY A. BLACKMUN

May 23, 1974

Dear Thurgood:

Re: No. 73-.726 - Cooper Stevedoring Co.
v. Kopke

Please join rne.

Sincerely,

Mr. Justice Marshall

Copies to the Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE LEWIS F POWELL, JR. 	 May 23, 1974

No. 73-726 Cooper Stevedoring v. Kopke 

Dear Thurgood:

Please join me.

Sincerely,
cn
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Mr. Justice Marshall

1-1
N

lfp/ss

cc:	 The Conference
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CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST

May 22, 1974

Re: No. 73-726 - Cooper Stevedoring v. Kopke 

Dear Thurgood:

Please join me in the opinion for the Court you have
prepared in this case.

Sincerely,

l'7 A4
PI)

Mr. Justice Marshall

Copies to the Conference
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