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CHAMBERS OF

THE CHIEF JUSTICE	 December 20, 1973

Re:	 No. 72-955 - W. C. Spomer, State's Attorney of
Alexander County, Illinois v. Ezell
Littleton et al 

Dear Byron:

Please join me.

Regards,

,'.., 6L
Mr. Justice Whit e

Copies to the Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WILLIAM 0. DOUGLAS
	 December 13, 1973

Dear Byron:

Please jcin re in 72 -955, ST)c-721s 

Littlr=ton.

,\\J
\.)

Willi am O. 2, (7_7_,=7,1 as

Yr. Justice White

cc: The Cop2oroncr:;
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WM. J. BRENNAN, JR. 
December 12, 1973

RE: No.  72-955 Spomer v.  Littleton 

Dear Byron:

I agree.

Sincerely,

Mr. Justice White

cc: The Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE POTTER STEWART

December 11, 1973	
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72-955 - Spomer v. Littleton

Dear Byron,
CA

I am glad to join your opinion for
the Court in this case.

Sincerely yours,

(2(')
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Crl

Mr. Justice White

Copies to the Conference
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To: The Chief Justice
My. Jn3tiee Douglas

v/kr.	 Brennan
Mr. Ju:_t1,7,3 Stazart
Mr. Ju:Jtic ..3 7farsl-all
Mr. Ju:Iti3,3
Mr. J,._ _G'.. 

Tat

1st DRAFT	
From: White,

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STAftSF-1'

CrJNo. 72-955
.21
Pz
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W. C. Spomer, State's Attorney 	 =
On Writ of Certiorari

of Alexander County,
to the United States

Illinois, Petitioner,	 Cri
	Court of Appeals for	 n

v
°
	o

	

the Seventh District.	 r
Ezell Littleton et al, mn

,-3

[December —, 19731	 1-1
oz

MR. R7STICE WHITE delivered the opinion of the

Court.

This is a companion case to O'Shea v. Littleton, No_

72-953, ante, at 	 , involving claims which the respond-

ents. 17 black and 2 white residents of Cairo, Illinois,.

individually and as representatives of the class they pur-

port to represent, set forth in that portion of their

amended civil rights complaint which alleged wrongful

conduct on the part of Peyton Berbling, individually and

in his capacity as State's Attorney for Alexander County,

Illinois, the county in which the city of Cairo is located.

As discussed in O'Shea, the complaint alleged a broad

range of racially discriminatory patterns and practices

in the administration of the criminal justice system in

Alexander County by the Police Commissioner of Cairo,
Magistrate Michael O'Shea and Associate Judge Dorothy

Spurner of the Alexander County Circuit Court, State's

Attorney Berbling, and Earl Shepherd. an investigator

for Berbling. Allegedly, a decade of active, but lawful,

efforts to achieve racial equality for the black residents

of Cairo had resulted in continuing intentional conduct

on the part of those named as defendants in the coin-.
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to the United States
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2nd DRAFT	 1720M: White, J. roPc1
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STITESi-ated: 	 	

0

Pin rcidatod: 	
No. 72-955

0

W C. Spomer, State's Attorney

This is a companion case to O'Shea v. Littleton, No-

i2-95:x.	 tc, at 	 –, involving claims which the respond-

ents. 17 black and 2 white residents of Cairo. Illinois..

individually and as representatives of the class they pur-

port to represent. set forth in that portion of their

amended civil rights complaint, which alleged wrongful

conduct on the part of Peyton Berbling, individually and

in his capacity as State's Attorney for Alexander County.
Illinois, the county in which the city of Cairo is located.

As discussed in 0',Shen, the complaint alleged a broad

rangi , of racially discriminatory patterns and practices

in the administration of the criminal justice system in

Alexander County by the Police Commissioner of Cairo.

Magistrate Michael O'Shea and Associate Judge Dorothy

Spomer of the Alexander County Circuit Court, States

Attorney Berbling, and Earl Shepherd, an investigator

for Berbling. Allegedly, a decade of active. but lawful,

efforts to achieve racial equality for the black residents

of ti'airo had resulted in continuing intentional conduct

on the part of those named as defendants in the coin--
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL
	 January 3, 1974

Re:	 No. 72-955 -- W. C. Spomer v. Littleton et al.

Dear Byron:

Please join me in your opinion in this case.

Sincerely,

/4(
T. M.

Mr. Justice White

cc: The Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE HARRY A. BLACKMUN

December 12, 1973

Re: No. 72-955 - Spomer v. Littleton 

Dear Byron:

Please join me. I suppose, in view of the next to
the last sentence in footnote 5 on page 5, we should take steps
to see that the denial of certiorari in No. 72-1107, Berbling 
v. Littleton, is on a special order list for the day on which
your opinion is handed down.

a

Since rely,

Mr. Justice White

cc: The Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE LEWIS F POWELL, JR. December 11, 1973

No. 72-955 Spomer v. Littleton

Dear Byron:

Please join me.

Sincerely,

Mr. Justice White

lfp/ss

cc: The Conference
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CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST

December 12, 1973

Re: No. 72-955 - Spomer v. Littleton 

Dear Byron:

Please join me.

Sincerely, 

(A71,7

Mr. Justice White

Copies to the Conference
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