


Supreme Gourt of the Vinited States
Waslington, B. §. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
THE CHIEF JUSTICE

December 20, 1973

Re: No. 72-955 - W. C. Spomer, State's Attorney of
Alexander County, Illinois v. Ezell

Littleton et al

Dear Byron:

Please join me.

Regards,

Mr., Justice White

Copies to the Conference
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Supreme Gourt of theXlnited Stutes
Washington, . €. 2053

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS

7

Iy, Justice White

Decerniber 13, 1973
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Supreme Qourt of tye Ynited States
Wasliington, D. . 20513

CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WM. J. BRENNAN,UR. jocambar 12. 1973
3

RE: No. 72-955 Spomer v. Littleton

Dear Byron:

I agree.

Sincerely,

Mr. Justice White

cc: The Conference
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Supreme Qourt of the Wnited States
Washington, B. . 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE POTTER STEWART

December 11, 1973

72-955 - Spomer v. Littleton

Dear Byron,

I am glad to join your opinion for
the Court in this case.

Sincerely yours,
? g »
Mr. Justice White

Copies to the Conference
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To: The Chief Justice

1st DRAFT
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES ™

Nscireulated:

No. 72-955

W. C. Spomer, State’s Attorney
of Alexander County,
Ilinois, Petitioner,

V.

Ezell Littleton et al.

Oun Writ of Certiorari
to the United States
Court of Appeals for
the Seventh District.

{ December —, 1973}

Mzr. JusTice WHIiTE delivered the opinion of the
Court.

This is a companion case to ()'Shea v. Littleton, No.
72-933, ante, at —, involving elaims which the respond-
ents. 17 black and 2 white residents of Cairo, [linois,
individually and as representatives of the class they pur-
port to represent, set forth in that portion of their
amended civil rights complamt which alleged wrongful
conduct on the part of Peyton Berbling, individually and
in his capacity as State's Attorney for Alexander County.
[inois, the county in which the eity of Cairo is located.
As discussed in ()’Shea, the complaint alleged a broad
range of racially diseriminatory patterns and practices
in the administration of the eriminal justice system in
Alexander County by the Police Commissioner of Cairo,
Magistrate Michael O'shea and Associate Judge Dorothy
Spomer of the Alexander County Circuit Court, State's
Attorney Berbling, and Earl Shepherd. an investigator
for Berbling. Allegedly, a decade of active, but lawful,
efforts to achieve racial equality for the black residents
of Cairo had resulted in continuing intentional conduct
on the part of those named as defendants in the com-

! i
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To: The

2nd DRAFT From:
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STAFES:

'

coire

No. 72-955

W, O Spomer, State's Attorney
of Alexander County,
Illinois, Petitioner,

N

On Writ of Certiorart
to the United States
Court of Appeals for

_ - the Seventh District
Fzell Littleton et al. )

{ December —, 1973]

Mue Jesties WHITE delivered the opinion of the
{ourt ,

This is 4 companion case to (J'Shea v. Littleton, No
72053, ante. at ——, involving claims which the respond-
ents. 17 black and 2 white residents of Cairo, Illinois.
individually and as representatives of the class they pur-
port to represent, set forth in that portion of their
amendad eivil rights complaint which alleged wrongtul
conduct on the part of Peyton Berbling, individually and
i his capacity as State’s Attorney for Alexander County.
[llinois. the county in which the eity of Cairo is located.
As diseussed 1 ()'Shea, the complaint alleged a broad
range of racially diserinunatory patterns and practices
in the administration of the eriminal justice system in
Alexander County by the Police Commissioner of Cairo.
Magistrate Michael O'Shea and Associate Judge Dorothy
Spoumer of the Alexander County Circuit Court, State's
Attorney Berbling, and Earl Shepherd, an investigator
tor Berbling. Allegedly. a decade of active. but lawful.
efforrs to achieve racial equality for the black residents
of Cairo had resulted 1n eontinuing mtentional conduct
on the part of those named as defendants in the com-
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Suprente Qonrt of te Ynited States
Washington, . §. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL January 3, 1974

Re: No. 72-955 -- W. C. Spomer v. Littleton et al.

Dear Byron:
Please join me in your opinion in t.his case.
Sincerely,
T. M.
Mr. Justice White

cc: The Conference

‘NOTSTATU LATYISANVH FHL A0 SNOLLOTTIOD THI KWOYA aIdDNAOYLTI

SSTAONOD A0 XAVIAI'T



Supreme Gonrt of the Wnited Shates
Washington, B. (. 20513

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE HARRY A. BLACKMUN

December 12, 1973

Re: No. 72-955 - Spomer v. Littleton

Dear Byron:

Please join me. I suppose, in view of the next to
the last sentence in footnote 5 on page 5, we should take steps
to see that the denial of certiorari in No. 72-1107, Berbling
v. Littleton, is on a special order list for the day on which
your opinion is handed down.

A

Sincerely,
/M‘*\ e
/ g

Mr., Justice White

cc: The Conference
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Supreme Court of the Ynited States
Wasliington, B. €. 20543

CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE LEWIS F. POWELL,JR. December 117 1973

No. 72-955 Spomer v. Littleton

Dear Byron:
Please join me.

Sincerely,

Mr. Justice White

Ifp/ss

cc: The Conference
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Supreme Court of the Ynited States
Washington, D. §. 20513

CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST

Dacember 12, 1973

Re: No. 72-955 - Spomer v. Littleton

Dear Byron:
Please join me.

Sincerely,

,Z Iy f
‘ [

INA L/ "

(/v

Mr. Justice White

Copies to the Conference
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